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School Audit: 
Example 1: 

Plant Survey
Divide a map of your school into areas and assign each area to an 1.	
action team. Visit each area and identify all species of plants growing 
there. Use elders in you villages to help you identify plants and add this 
information to your map.

Find out which plants growing in your schools are locally native and 2.	
which are introduced species. Research the problems associated with 
introduced species of plants.

Identify areas around the school ground that have been cleared or 3.	
that are lacking in trees and plants. Highlight these areas on your map.

Is there a creek or waterway near your school? If there is, look to see 4.	
whether the banks are well vegetated. If you find areas with little or no 
plant cover, note the effects on the banks and the water.

Identify local native plants suitable for your school ground. Consult 5.	
elders, community groups or The Department of Agriculture for help.

Example 2: 

Litter Bin Survey

How many bins are there on your school ground? 	 Number _____•	

Are the bins full? 	 Yes 	 No•	

Can rubbish blow out of the bins? 	 Yes 	 No•	

Are the bins clean? 	 Yes 	 No•	

Is rubbish around the bin? 	 Yes 	 No•	

Are more bins needed?  	 Yes 	 No •	
(if yes, what actions can you take?)

Are there any recycling bins available? 	 Yes 	 No•	

Creating a sustainable school environment
Some actions for a sustainable school environment:

Energy Conservation.•	

Use of skylight•	

Use of alternative resources (wind and sun).•	



57

Waste Reduction and Recycling

Reduce paper use (reuse returnable handouts).•	

Reuse paper.•	

Collect and recycle paper in every classroom and office.•	

Reuse or recycle cardboard boxes.•	

Collect and reuse beverage containers.•	

Collect and recycle cans and glass.•	

Compost organic waste.•	

Reduce plastic consumption.•	

Identify recycling possibilities for plastics.•	

Salvage reusable materials and supplies.•	

Water Conservation

Use flow restrictors on taps.•	

Ensure regular maintenance to prevent leaks.•	

Wildlife Habitat

Plant (or maintain) locally indigenous trees and shrubs.•	

Put out bird feeders and nesting boxes.•	

Greening the school grounds

Plant native trees.•	

Establish a school vegetable garden.•	

Plant drought tolerant plants in containers and gardens (succulents •	
need little water).

Communication

Establish a school council where students participate in decision-•	
making.

Ensure school involvement with the community and action-based •	
environmental education initiatives.

Develop a mission statement for the environment.•	
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Overview of the Resources

The Environmental Education 

Curriculum Companions for 

elementary schools provide practical 

examples of how Environmental 

Education can be integrated across 

the subject areas of: 

English

Science 

Social Studies

A manual has been developed to 

provide teachers with practical 

ideas for extra-curricular activities, 

including suggested activities for 

Green Clubs and Health Clubs. 

A resource has also been developed 

to support the School Directors, 

School Staff and PTA about ways in 

which they can contribute to ensuring 

their school operates as a sustainable 

school environment.

There are additional resources 

provided in the Toolbox which 

includes posters, information cards 

and reference materials.


